
as naked on the cross. My direction was vul-
nerability in letting liturgy go wild. I am sorry 
that Dan Hochberg doesn’t want to go there but 
prefers the irate self- protection of the so- called 
“appropriate,” which is such a good costume to 
wear when vulnerability threatens. Secondly, I 
spend most of my life battling the religion of 
rules with the religion of compassion. I think 
the “rules people” spend a lot of time beating 
themselves and others with a stick. I write to 
make room for compassion in the ocean of 
rules that people use and abuse to confuse reli-
gion with self- righteousness. Finally, next time 
I write about liturgy, I hope I’ll fi nd a way to 
get to the “clear meaning of Christianity.” Dan 
Hochberg thinks he has it; I do not. Instead I 
like to evoke and invoke in worship, even some-
times to provoke so that people who think they 
have the “clear” meaning of Christianity will be 
more creatively confused. ■
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