
Bobbins, Pins, and Runways: The Needle Trades and 
the Remaking of Working-Class History 

Review of: Kathleen Canning, Languages of Labor and Gen- 
der: Female Factory Work in Germany, 1850-1914; Wendy 
Gamber, The Female Economy: The Milline y and Dressmak- 
ing Trades, 2860-1930; and Nancy L. Green, Ready-to-Wear 
and Ready-to- Work: A Centu y of Industry and Immigrants 
in Paris and New York. 204 

Daniel E. Bender 

THE ABUSABLE PAST 213 

NEWS FROM RHR 218 

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 219 

The Graduate School and University Center 
of the City University of New York 

The Edward Palmer Thompson Fellowship 
in United States History 

The Doctoral History Program at The Graduate School and 
University Center of The City University of New York proudly 
announces that Karen Sotiropoulos has received the E.P. 
Thompson Dissertation Fellowship in U.S. History. Ms. 
Sotiropoulos is at work on a dissertation titled: “Staging Race: 
Black Cultural Production Before the Harlem Renaissance.” 

The Fellowship is named for Professor Thompson (1 924-93), the 
distinguished British social historian, in honor of his impact on U.S. 
historians. It carries a stipend of $10,000, and is awarded annual- 
ly to the CUNY doctoral student whose work best exemplifies the 
standards of scholarship exhibited by Professor Thompson in his 
pioneering works of social, intellectual, and political history. 



I. 

I 

at - 

- >  

the 
Fair. ' 

1 cd . *  5 

Filipino ' .  .-. 

Soldiem : ' .  

Aspire- . 

to 
Figure in * .  

Society .., 

Figure 1: Displays such as the Philippine Exhibit at the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair 
brought together competing cultural and political agendas, which officials in the United 

States' colonies were not able to harness as they pleased. Picture source: 
St. Louis Post Dispatch, 1904. 



The new edition of a landmark 
reference work 

“A unique and 
comprehensive 
collection. ... 
indispensable.” 
-LIBRARY JOLRN’AI: 

“One of the best 
reference works of 
the year.”-Ami~xv 
REFERENCE BOOKS A”IJAL* 

“A fine introduction 
to many subjects 
otherwise difficult 
to find in reference 
books ... strongly 
recommended.” 
-CIIOICE* 

r f h o r i  Dughly revised and updated 1 . .  - edition of this pioneering resource is the definitive guide to the history of 
radical social, political, and cultural change in the United States. 

More than 600 original articles written by leading historians and orher scholars provide an 
unparalleled introduction to the ideas, evencs, organizations, issues, and zmen and women 
whose struggles sought to transform America-from abortion and AIDS to civil rights, 
unions, peace, and socialism. 

This edition features expanded coverage of radical movements before the Civil War, radical 
literary culture, and the radical tradition of a wide range of ethnic and racial groups. New 
information, new interpretations, and new analyses bring the scholarship fully up to date. 

I, I00 pages I00 illustrations Blbllographles. Index; ISBN 0- 19-5 12088-4 
$100 until 9/3l/98;$l25 after 
* Praise for the first edition 

I I N E R l C l l I l  L E F T  E 

Second Edition 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 198 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016 
To order 1 800 451 7556 

Information: rao@oup. trsa.org hnp://www.oup-zrsa.org 



CALL FOR PAPERS 

Prospectus for Special Issue of 
The Radical History Review: 

”Markets, Politics, Identities: What’s Left?” 

For a significant number of intellectuals and activists on the left, capitalism 
and character are incompatible, and corporate bureaucracy is the antithesis of 
personal and political self-determination. 

Starting from this premise, resistance to the commodification of selfhood 
is expressed through resistance to the division of labor and proletarianization. 
Abstention from markets is the necessary condition of moral or artistic achieve- 
ment. Attacks on the bureaucratic procedures and ”managerial culture” specific 
to corporate capitalism are a defense of genuine selfhood and autonomy, and 
a critique of capitalism as such. Furthermore, they are the only legitimate 
means of connecting political economy and morality. 

In practical terms, then, when it becomes no longer possible to resist or 
abstain from markets and bureaucratic corporate and governmental structures, 
resistance itself is no longer viable. The commoditized self becomes a purely 
passive recipient of political discourse that is itself commoditized and reified. 

This issue of the RHR will take the statements above not as premises but 
as questions, and will interrogate them critically, to ask the question--”What’s 
Left?” 

It will include a forum from the 1998 meeting of the Organization of Ameri- 
can Historians with papers by Barry Shank, Mary King, and James Livingston, 
and commentary by Casey Blake. We seek in addition papers from all parts 
of the world, and/or transnational perspectives, that will further interrogate 
the connections between markets, politics and identities. 
Topics might include the following: 

the role of markets and the new “entrepreneurial” capitalism in creating 
new identities (of women, of youth) in the former Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe 
the political effects of economic destabilization of traditional agrarian socie- 
ties in Africa and Asia 
consumerism as a form of political agency among people of color in devel- 
oped capitalist countries 

Articles should depart from a clear political and historical perspective, invite 
debate, and be grounded in specific instances of market engagement and 
identity formation. The issue will be edited by Van Gosse and James Livingston. 
Abstracts, proposals or completed articles can be sent to the Radical History 
Review, Tamiment Library! 10th Floor, 70 Washington Square South, New York, 
NY 10012. Email inquiries can be made to Van Gosse at <paorgdev@igc.org>. 



July Fourth, “The Star-Spangled Banner,” Memorial Day, and the 
pledge of allegiance are typically thought of as timeless and consen- 
sual representations of a national, American culture. In fact, as 
Cecilia O’Leary shows, most trappings of the nation’s icons were 
modern inventions that were deeply and bitterly contested. Drawing 
upon a wide variety of original sources, O’Leary’s interdisciplinary 
study explores the conflict over what events and icons would be 
inscribed into national memory. 

-John Bodnar, Indiana University 
Cloth $29.95 ISBN 0-691-01686-0 DueJanuary 

“A brilliant and pioneering piece of scholarship. . . .” 

New in paperback, 
with a new introduction by the author 

Allard Lowenstein and the Struggle to Save American Liberalism 
William H. Chafe 

Never Stop Running 

“In William H. Chafe’s fascinating new political and psychological 
biography. . . Lowenstein comes to life again as a Pied Piper for the 
young and idealistic and as a man who passionately believed in the 
possibility of reforming the system without tearing it apart.” 
-Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, The New York Times 
Paper $19.95 ISBN 0-691-05973-X Due December 

New in paperback, 
with a new preface by the author 

The Life of William Z. Foster 
Edward I? Johanningsmeier 

Forging American Communism 

“This is a splendid book. . . . [It] is a major work that frees Foster 
from the twin straight-jackets of hagiography and red-baiting. This 
book is vital to our understanding of the vicissitudes of U.S. commu- 
nism and labor radicalism in the twentieth century.” 
-Daniel J. Leab, The Historian 
Paper $19.95 ISBN 0-691-05892-X 



The Shining Path 
A History of the Millenarian 
War in Peru 

Endures not just as the essential history 
of the origins of Shining Path . . .but as 
an act of moral courage.”-Philip Bennett, 
national news deputy editor, Washington Post 
Approx. 368 pp. $60 cl / $24.95 pa 
Latin America in Translation/ 
en Traduccihdem Traduqdo 

The War of 1898 
The U.S. & Cuba in History 
and Historiography 
LOUIS A. PEREZ JR.  
A history of the war, from the Cuban 
perspective. 
‘Everyone who has written monographs on 
the 1898 war [or] . . . American history or US.  
diplomatic textbooks is going to have to do 
some extensive rewrites as a result of this 
book.”- Walter LaFeber, Cornell University 
192 PP. 534.95 cll616.95 Pa 

Designs against 
Charleston 
The Trial Record of the Denmark 
Vesey Slave Conspiracy of 1822 
EDITED & WITH AN INTRODUCTION 
BY EDWARD A. PEARSON 
‘The record of the [Vesey] trial . . . is a 
document of signal importance in the study 
of American history. l’earson has edited it 
with intelligence and care.”-Ira Berlin, 
Univ. of Maryland at College Park 
408 PP. 649.95 c l  

A New South Rebellion 
The Battle against Convict Labor 
in the Tennessee Coalfields, 
1871-1896 
KARIN A. SHAPIRO 

“[Raises] our understanding of the travails 
of the South’s working people. . . . Should 
be read by anyone who cares about 
democratic struggles.” - Jacquelyn Dowd 
Hall, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 
352 pp., 28 illus. $55 cl / $22.50 pa 
Fred W Morrison Series in Southern Studies 

Reaping the Whirlwind 
The Civil Rights Movement 
in Tuskegee 

“Intelligent, provocative.”- Jonathan 
Yardley, Washington Post Book World 

“Norrell’s unblinking gaze at what really 
happened.” -Tom Wicker 
280 pp. $16.95 pa 
Winner of the 1986 Robert F. Kennedy 
Book Award 

Working with Class 
Social Workers and the Politics 
of Middle-class Identity 
DANIEL 1.  WALKOWITZ 

“[A] sophisticated account o f .  . . social 
work and the identity of social workers 
over this century. . . . [and of] the perpetual 
. . . remaking of middle-class identity.” 
- Lizabeth Cohen, Harvard University 
440 PP. $59.95 Cl/ $22.50 Pa 

I 

FAX [ 8001 272.6817 t h t t p : //suns i t e. u n c. ed u / u n c p re ss / 



I E W H  ANNIVERSARY EDITION 
WITH A NEW PREFACE 

Jewish Workers in the 
Modern Diaspora Revolutionary Mexico 
Edited by Nancy L. Green 
W t h  the collaboration of Patrick Altman, Edgardo 
Bilsky, David Cesarani, David Feldman, Ludger Herd, 
Selma Lyde5dor$ Daniel S y r ,  and Jack Wrtheimer 

“Enthusiastically recommended. There 
is simply nothing comparable to this 
book. . . . It will in all likelihood shape 
the field of Jewish labor history for the 
next generation.” -David Sorkin, Mexico, but that he organizes the 

author of The Transformation 
of German leW,,,, 1 780- 1840 

The Coming and Process of the 
Mexican Revolution 
John Mason Hart 
“Goes a long way toward dispelling 
myths and clarifying the process of 
Mexican history. . . . [Hart] not only 
understands the presence of the past in 

mutual responses of traditionalism and 
modernization so clearly.” 

-Carlos Fuentes, 
New York Times Book Review 

f30.00, $40.00 cloth, €10.95, $14.95 paper 

f 12.95 , $16.95 paper, illustrated 



1968 
The World Transformed 
Carole Fink, Philipp Gasseti, and 
Deiief Junker, Editors 
In this volume, authors from Europe and 
the United States explain why the crises 
of 1968 erupted almost simultaneously 
in vastly different cultures and societies. 
Together, the eighteen chapters provide 
an interdisciplinary and comparative 
approach to the rise and fall of protest 
movements worldwide. 
Contributors: Manped Berg, Alan Brinkley, A r f  
Dirlik, Jerzy Eider, Carole Fink, Philipp Gassert, 
Ingrid Gilcher-Holtq, George C. Herring, Stuart 
J. HiLwig, Gerd Rainer Horn, Konrad H. Jarausch, 
Detlefjunker, Mark Kramer, Diane B. Kunz, 
Claus Leggewie, Bernhard Maleck, Eva Maleck- 
Lewy, Harold Marcuse, Goeied Niehart, Chester 
J. Pach J K ,  Nancy B. Tucker, Lawrence Wittner 
Publications of the Ge77nan Historical 
Institute, Wmhington, D. C. 
0-521 -641 41 -1 Hardback $54.95 
0-521 -64637-5 Paperback $1 8.95 

Getting and Spending 
European and American Consumption 
in the Twentieth Century 
Susan Sirasser, Charles McGovern, 
and Matthias Judt, Editors 
The essays in this coliection represent a 
variety of approaches and raise such themes 
as consumption and democracy, the devel- 
opment of a global economy, the role of 
the state, the centrality of consumption 
to Cold War politics, and the importance 
of the Second World War as a historical 
divide. They explore the role of the his- 
torian as social, political, and moral critic. 
Contributors: Swan Strasser, Charles 
McGovern, Matthias Judt, Kathryn Sklar, 
Kctoria de Grazia, Roland Marchand, Lizabeth 
Cohen, George Lipsitz, Daniel Horowitz, Andri 
Steinc Kurt Moser, Susan Porter Benson, Nancy 
Reagin, Ina Merkel, Michael Wildt, Stephen 
Kline, Christian Pfister, Fath Davis Ruffins, 
James Livingston, Ulrich Wyrwa, Jackson Lears 
Publications of the German Historical 
Institute, Washington, D. C. 
0-521-62237-9 Hardback $59.95 
0-52 1-62694-3 Paperback $19.95 

E.H. Carr and 
International Relations 
A Duty to Lie 
Charles Jones 
E. H. Carr was one of the most influential 
theorists of international relations, and his 
works, notably The Twenty Ear? Crisis 
(1939), are widely read by students of the 
subject. By examining the political context 
in which he wrote, and the ruthless ways 
in which he sought to persuade his contem- 
poraries in a period of national crisis, this 
book offers a radical reinterpretation of a 
major theorist. 
Cambridge Studies in International 
Relations 61 
0-521 -47272-5 Hardback $54.95 
0-521 -47864-2 Paperback $1 9.95 

Speaking for the People 
Party, Language and Popular Politics in 
England, 1867-1 914 
Jon Lawrence 
Speakingfor the People examines the pop- 
ular appeal of Liberal, Tory and Labour 
politics between 1867 and 1914. The 
book challenges traditional ideas about the 
"triumph of party" after 1867, suggesting 
that politics remained much more fluid 
and unpredictable than historians have 
often allowed. 
0-521 -47034-X Hardback 864.95 

Society in Time and Space 
A Geographical Perspective on Change 
Robert A. Dodgshon 
In this highly original book, Dodgshon 
suggests that in order to understand 
change we first need to understand the 
geographical circumstances under which 
society finds change difficult. He shows 
how society's use of space is a powerful 
source of this inertia, and the different 
sources of geographical inertia are explored. 
By examining this inertia we learn that 
society has long steered change around 
such spaces. 
Cambridge Studies in Historical Geograpby 27 
0-52 1-59385-9 Hardback $59.95 
0-521-59640-8 Paperback $21.95 



RHR IS ON THE WEB! 

http: / /chnm.gmu.edu/rhr 

The Radical History Review and the Radical Historians Newsletfer have launched a new, 
joint web site entitled “RADICAL HISTORY AND POLITICS.” This web site: 

is extensive: currently made up of about 200 html files and nearly 1,000 screens of text and 

includes basic information on both publications, including subscription information, avail- 

also includes (for RHR) calls for papers, guidelines for contributors, a ten-year index, 

images-with much more to come! 

ability of back issues, and tables of contents for many, many issues; 

and a gallery of cover art from the last 30 issues. 

This web site is more than just a promotional tool for the two publications: 

It houses a growing “archive” of articles, interviews, book reviews, public history 
commentaries, teaching radical history essays and syllabi, columns, collections of im- 
ages, and humorous pieces from RHR and the Radical Historians Newsletfer. 
Like RHR and the Newsletter, the texts and collections in this ”archive” engage a wide 
variety of historical fields-women and gender, gay and lesbian, race and ethnicity, 
working-class and labor, international and transnational, culture and politics-in many 
regions of the world. 
We plan to solicit original essays, debates, reports, and exhibitions for the web site 
that have not been previously published in RHR, the Newsletter, or anywhere else. 
Ideas and proposals for such pieces-especially for online art exhibitions-should be 
sent to skotna@sage.edu. 
NEW! We have just initiated a forum for online discussions of political/historical issues; 
the first forum topic is the Teaching Radical History section on ”Radical Mentoring” in 
this issue. 

Check out “Radical History and Politics” at: http://chnm.gmu.edu/rhr. Let us know what 
you think! 



Subscription Order Form 
Radical Histo y Review 

(ISSN 0163-6545, Triannual) Please enter my subscription to: 

Volumes 73-75/1999 
0 Institutions US $66.00 (EM) 
0 Students US $20.00 (€17)+ 

0 Individuals US $30.00 (€23) 

Volumes 70-72,1998 
0 Institutions US $63.00 (€43) 
0 Students US $20.00 (f17)' 
'Please provide proof of student status. 

Please send me the following issues at US $22.00/€15 each (see reverse for availability): 

0 Individuals US $29.00 (f23) 

Prices good through December 31,1999. Prepayment is required. 
Name Date 

Address 

In the USA, Canada and Mexico, payment may be made in US dollars or the 
equivalent in Canadian dollars. (Canadians must add 7% GST.) Checks, VISA, 
Mastercard and money orders are accepted. No institutional checks can be 
accepted for discounted individual rate. 

Outside these countries payment may be made in UK, using: cheque (payable to 
Cambridge University Press and drawn against a UK bank); Eurocheque in Sterling; 
International Money Order; Bank Draft; Post Office Giro (A/C No. 571 6055 Bootle); 
Credit Card-VISA, MasterCard and American Express. 

Card Type 
Card Number Expiration 

Signature 
Please state address as registered with credit card company if different from above. 

In the USA, Canada and Mexico send orders to: Cambridge University Press, 
40 West 20th Street, New York, NY, 10011-4211, USA. Tel: 1-800-872-7423, ext. 154/ 
Fax: 914-937-4712. WWW: http: / /www.cup.org /joumais/CUPJNLS.html 
E-mail: journals-marketing @cup.org 

Outside North America send orders to: Journals Marketing Dept., Cambridge 
University Press, The Edinburgh Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK. 
Tel: +44 (0) 1223 325969/Fax: +44 (0) 1223 315052. WWW: http://www.cup.cam.ac.uk/ 
E-mail: journals-marketing@cup.cam.ac.uk 



Single Issues Available! 

Radical History Revi.ew 

RHR 7 1-Liberalism and the Left: Past Politics, Present 
Questions 

RHR 70-Women and Power 
RHR 69-Culture and Poverty 
RHR 68-Non-thematic 
RHR 67-The Jesuits Civilizing Naples 
RHR 66-Popular Culture 
RHR 65-Anthropology and History 
RHR 64-Teaching Gender 
RHR 63-The Cold War and Expert Knowledge 
RHR 62-Lesbian and Gay History/Queer Studies 
RHR 6 1 -Non-thematic 
RHR 60-Counter Obituaries for Richard Milhous Nixon 
RHR 58-Labor in Latin America 
RHR 57-Imperialism: A Useful Category of Analysis? 
RHR 56-Special Feature: "E.P. Thompson and the English 

Working Class" 
RHR 55-African-American Labor History 
RHR 54-PC Wars/The Former GDR 
RHR 53-Native Americans and the Quincentenary 
RHR 52-Gender Histories and Heresies 
RHR 5 1-Non-thematic: special section on Communism and 

RHR 50-Non-thematic: special section on William Appleman 

RHR 49-Writing Slavery 
RHR 43-European Feminist History 
RHR 42-U.S. Constitution Bicentennial 
RHR 39-Structures and Consciousness in World History 
RHR 38-Art and Ideology 
RHR 37-European Modernism 
RHR 36-Charting Past and Future 
RHR 35-Women's Labors 

South Africa 

W ill i ams 

SEE REVERSE FOR ORDERING INFORMATION 



The Treaty of Versailles 
A Reassessment After 75 Years 
Manfred E Boemeke, 
Gerald D. Feldman, and 
Elisabeth Glaser, Editors 
This book on the Treaty of Versailles con- 
stitutes a new synthesis of peace conference 
scholarship. It illuminates events from the 
armistice in 19 18 to the signing of the 
treaty in 19 19, and scrutinizes the motives, 
actions, and constraints that informed 
decision making by the French, American, 
and English politicians who bore the 
principal responsibility for drafting the 
peace settlement. 
Contributors: Manfred E Boemeke, Gerald D. 
Feuman, Mall Ferpson, Carole Fink, Antoine 
Fhuty, David French, Michael Graham Fry, 
Lawrence E. Gelfand, Elisabeth Glaser, Erik 
Goldstein, Jon Jacobson, William R. Kgrlor, Fritz 
Kiein, Thomas J. Knock, Diane B. Kunz, Antony 
Lentin, Sally Marks, Gordon Martel, WolfgangJ. 
Mommsen, Stephen A. Schuker, Alan Shalp, 
Klaus Schwabe, Georges-Henri Soutou, Ronald 
Steel, David Stevenson, Piotr S. Wan&, 
William C. Widenor 
Publications of the Gemtan Historical 
Institute, Washington, 0. C. 
0-521-62132-1 Hardback $85.00 

Protestantism and 
National Identity 
Britain and Ireland, c. 1650-c. 1850 
Tony Claydon and 
/an McBride, Editors 
The years 1650-1850 saw the creation of 
the United Kingdom and its emergence as 
a world power. According to much recent 
literature-epecially Linda Colley's 
Britons-Protestantism was central to 
this process, giving the British a sense of 
uniqueness, unity and imperial destiny. 
This collection of essays examines and 
challenges this religious contribution to 
"Britishness" and suggests radical new 
ways to understand the "British problem" 
and British and Irish development during 
the "long eighteenth century." 
Contributors: Tony Claydon, Ian McBride, 
Colin Haydon, Jeremy Black, Steven C. A. Pincus, 
Brian Young, Tim Harris, Scott Madelbrote, David 
Allan, %by Barnard, Kathleen Wilson, John Wolfe 
0-521 -62077-5 Hardback $64.95 

Aristocratic Encounters 
European Travelers and 
North American Indians 
Harry Liebersohn 
Aristocratic Encounters relates how an 
aristocratic discourse on American Indians 
took shape in the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries. The book contributes 
to a burgeoning transatlantic, even trans- 
national, form of historical writing. 
0-52 1-64090-3 Hardback $49.95 

The Cambridge Apostles, 
1820-1914 
Liberalism, Imagination, 
and Friendship in British Intellectual 
and Professional Life 
W.C. Lubenow 
This book is a full-scale study of the 
world's most famous secret society, the 
Cambridge "Apostles." It shows how the 
Apostles recruited their members, examines 
their intellectual preoccupations, and 
studies the careers of such figures as 
F. D. Maurice, Lytton Strachey and John 
Maynard Keynes. 
0-521-57213-4 Hardback $59.95 

Bohemia in History 
Mikulas Teich, Editor 
This original collection of essays offers an 
account of key moments and themes in the 
history of the Czech Lands from the ninth 
century to the fall of socialism in 1989. 
Contributors: Mikulds Teich, Jiri Slama, 
Jaroslav Meznik, Zdenek Merinsky, Frantisek 
Kavka, Frantisek Smahel, Josef Macek, Jostf 
Vdlka, fos4Petran, Lydia Petrdnovd, Jiri Kroupa, 
Vladimir Macura, Otto Urban, Jan Havranek, 
Irena Seidlerovd, Robert Kvarek, Alice Teichova, 
Milan Otdhal, Jan Kren, Helena Krejkovd, 
Dusan Kovac 
0-521-431 55-7 Hardback about $64.95 




