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Mahdi Sabbagh traces the route of his daily childhood commute from East to 
West Jerusalem; Tobias Kelly surveys the fraught history of conscience within 
human rights; Kate Nash explores what the films shown at human rights film fes-
tivals contribute to human rights culture; Ruben Andersson analyzes the econo-
mies of “life itself” in today’s border and migration controls; Rihan Yeh unravels 
autonomy and capitalist mobility at the Mexico–US border; Diego Cagüeñas dis-
cusses falling from the World Trade Center in a secular world; Lucia Hulsether 
mulls the postracial promise of the universal drink; Sébastien Chauvin, Yannick 
Coenders, and Timo Koren show how attempts by a popular children’s program 
to maintain the innocence of a blackface character illustrate the fragility of the 
Dutch absencing of race; and more . . .



Call for Contributions

Public Culture aims to publish original research of the highest caliber, and we 
welcome your submissions. We value strong writing, clear argumentation, imagi-
native theory, and an engaging prose style. Public Culture reaches an audience 
that transcends scholarly disciplines and extends beyond the academy. We seek 
work that persuades through evidence, logic, and analysis and that presumes no 
shared theoretical proclivities, political values, or specialized vocabularies.

Brief opinion- oriented pieces (of 500 – 3,000 words) run at the front of each 
issue in the Forum section. Full- length articles (of 6,000 – 9,000 words) based on 
original research are at the core. We also feature in- depth discussions with lead-
ing contemporary thinkers. Typically, we are familiar only with scholarly labor’s 
final results, published books and articles, or occasional lectures. The interviews 
we publish call attention to the backstage of intellectual practice. In addition to 
original research essays, opinion pieces, and conversations, Public Culture wel-
comes translations of previously published, groundbreaking essays. 

Our sister publication, Public Books (www.publicbooks.org), welcomes pro-
posals for review essays about books (fiction or nonfiction), films, exhibitions, 
or plays, as well as profiles of intellectuals or literary scenes, visual essays, and 
multimedia work. Authors interested in submitting to Public Books should send 
proposals of 500 words or fewer to editorial@publicbooks.org.

Public Culture, 20 Cooper Square, Suite 517, New York, NY 10003; phone: 212-998-7866; 
fax: 212-998-8468; e-mail: info@publicculture.org; Web: www.publicculture.org.


