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In Old Regime France credit was 
both a central part of economic 
exchange and a crucial concept for 
explaining dynamics of influence 
and power in all spheres of life. 
Contemporaries used the term 
credit to describe reputation and the 
currency it provided in court politics, 
literary production, religion, and 

commerce. Moving beyond Pierre Bourdieu’s theorization of capital, this book establishes 
credit as a key matrix through which French men and women perceived their world. 
As Clare Haru Crowston demonstrates, credit unveils the personal character of market 
transactions, the unequal yet reciprocal ties binding society, and the hidden mechanisms 
of political power.
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Economies of Regard  
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“A model for all scholars interested  
in cutting-edge research that 
combines the best of the humanities 
and social sciences.” 

—Michael Kwass, Journal of Social 
History
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