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Call for Submissions

The editors invite your submissions to the following issues scheduled to 
appear in 2019. Send two hard copies of the manuscript double- spaced, 
including endnotes, along with an electronic copy (by e- mail attachment or 
in a shared folder online), following the style guidelines of the Chicago Man-
ual of Style (16th ed., chap. 14 on documentation). More specific contribu-
tor guidelines may be consulted on the journal website. Manuscripts should 
not exceed 10,000 words inclusive of notes. Illustrations accompanying a 
manuscript should be submitted ideally in the form of TIFF digital files, and 
permissions for their reproduction must be provided before publication. For 
return of manuscripts, please include an SASE. Submissions pass through 
anonymous specialist review before publication. We do not consider articles 
that have been published elsewhere or are under simultaneous consideration 
with another publisher. Send to:

Michael Cornett, Managing Editor
Journal of Medieval and Early Modern Studies
Duke University
351 Trent Hall
Box 90656
Durham, NC 27708
JMEMS@duke.edu
http://medren.trinity.duke.edu/jmems
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Open- Topic Issue
Volume 49 / Number 2 / May 2019

For this open- topic issue of the journal, the editors invite articles that are 
both informed by historical inquiry and alert to issues raised by contempo-
rary theoretical debate. We expect that essays will be grounded in an inti-
mate knowledge of a particular past and that their argumentation reveal a 
concern for the theoretical and methodological issues involved in interpre-
tation. We are particularly committed to work that seeks to overcome the 
polarization between history and theory in the study of premodern Western 
culture. 

Deadline for submission of manuscripts: March 1, 2018

Versions of the Natural from Antiquity to Early Modernity
Edited by Sarah Kay and Nicolette Zeeman
Volume 49 / Number 3 / September 2019

Current developments in critical animal studies, ecology, and material his-
tory and the expanding frontiers of our knowledge of premodern philoso-
phy, science, and encyclopedism mean that ideas about “nature” and “the 
natural” in the medieval and early modern period urgently need revisiting 
and retheorizing. The field is much larger, more interdisciplinary, and less 
anthropocentric than it once was; it is also less concentrated than it used to 
be on privileged moments or schools (twelfth- century neoplatonism, early 
modern science). Scholars have begun to recognize tensions or even contra-
dictions between the way particular disciplines or practices understand “the 
natural” (sexuality/medicine/ethics, science/anthropology/literature, or bird-
song/musical performance, for example). Above all, the scope of “nature” 
has broadened to include many things that would previously have been con-
sidered “unnatural” or “against nature.” We welcome essays that reconsider 
particular topics and approaches between the twelfth and the seventeenth 
centuries, as well as studies that range more widely across disciplines and 
periods. A central part of this topic is inevitably the experience, observation, 
and representation of material particulars; our only stipulation, however, is 
that the examination of specific instances should be harnessed to a rework-
ing of the medieval and early modern conceptualization of “nature” or “the 
natural” as such.

Deadline for submission of manuscripts: July 1, 2018
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