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Cover: Front: Katherine Mitchell, Sunset over the Mission Mountains (2020). 

© 2020 kmm photography. Back: The Medicine Wheel in Hoc
.
okata Ti, a museum 

built and run by the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community. Photograph by 

indianz.com. Creative Commons CC-BY-NC-SA 4.0. 
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Transhistoricizing Claude McKay’s 

Romance in Marseille

When Claude McKay’s abandoned novel Romance in 

Marseille (1929–33) was � rst published by Penguin 

Classics in 2020, reviews across popular media praised 

the new-old text as one that resonated with both the present 

moment and the hundred-year-old era of the New Negro. 

Romance arrived as an “instant classic,” as one reviewer 

put it: both a benchmark of the Harlem Renaissance and, 

because of its exceptional inclusivity, a fresh statement that 

could have been written for woke twenty-� rst-century read-

ers. Dedicated to transhistoricizing the novelty as well as the 

familiarity of Romance, this special issue offers pioneering 

and theoretically fertile readings of the novel from scholars 

working in a wide range of critical areas.
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